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The New/Old NA WAY Magazine
Volume 20 Special Edition
January 2019

This magazine was written in open participation by members of the
Groups of The Anonimy Foundation and members of the Groups who
participate in the Fellowship Service Conference and the European
Felloswhip Service Conference

WE NEED YOUR INPUT!

Please send your articles, event infor-
mation, comics or other input to nahelp.
org@gmail.com
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My Gratitude Speaks
When I Care
And When I Share
With Others

The NA Way

Upcoming Events

ANNUAL 12 STEP RETREAT
Date: February 15th thru February 17th, 2019
Columbiana, Ohio

14TH ANNUAL FELLOWSHIP SERVICE CONFERENCE FOR N.A.
Date: June 14th thru June 16th, 2019
Hamburg, PA

4TH ANNUAL EUROPEAN FELLOWSHIP SERVICE CONFERENCE
FOR NA

Date: October 10th thru 13th, 2019

Zevenaar, The Netherlands

Your event here? Send information to nahelp.org@gmail.com

Weblinks

www.nahelp.org
Contact: nahelp.org@gmail.com
World

www.nahelp.nl
Contact: nahelp.nl@gmail.com
The Netherlands

www.freerecovery.org.uk
United Kingdom

Special Edition January 2019
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Motion 1

Submitted by: Never Alone, Never Again Group of Texas Group
Contact: Travis (828) 734 -1877

This is a first year motion. In addition to needing 80% of the
quorum to pass, any "NO" vote will cause the motion to go back for
reconsideration for a year.(Abstentions do not have this effect.)

Motion: ASIS maintain a stock of $1,000 worth of literature and phone
number where groups can order literature.

Intent: To function more as a formal service center

Motion 2

Submitted by: Alive & Free Group of Kentucky Group Contact: Bryan
H. (606) 584 -9023

This is a Returning Motion from a previous year; 80% will pass this
Motion.

The "Alive and Free" Group of Narcotics Anonymous makes a motion
to change the name of ASIS to "PNA" ("Pure Narcotics Anonymous") or
"PNAS" ("Pure Narcotics Anonymous Service"). The acronym "PNAS"
is sort of hilarious, but "PNA" should really be sufficient. This is to
simplify things and because members can rarely remember what the
acronym actually stands for. THAT is what bothers us. We are NOT
criticizing anyone or making fun of anyone's decisions. ASIS is a cool
acronym and the Alternative Service Informational Structure sounds
very classy and intellectual. It was well thought through, but it's too
long, too complex, and too hard to understand and remember for the
average member, let alone the average newcomer. We think "PNA" will
sort of let people know there is a new way (actually older way) in which
we addicts can recover. It's a reformer/reformist/reformation type of
deal that needs to happen/take place. Our home group does not sign
papers, we don't encourage people on drug replacement to share or
serve, and our meeting is closed to the public. This makes for a rich
recovery atmosphere. Anyway, we love every one of ya and we hope to
see you soon!

The New/Old NA Way

The 4th annual

m-mm-n- for N.A.

10-11-12-13 Ocroser 2019

€125,- ALL INCLUSIVE

REGISTRATION FORM

Nare:

PHoNe:

EmalL:

ADDRESS:

HomMe Group:

Deer:

PLEASE SEND FORM TO z>=m_.1.=_.@mz>__..noz

BaNkAccoUNT: NL32RABO00112252923
E.JP. Fiseuier EO R. HuLzes oscH

FoR INFORMATION CALL
0031642091629

BuitencoED DE PANOVEN
PaNoVENWEG 18
6905 DW ZEvenaar
Tue NETHERLANDS
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Motion

Formally adopt the following voting procedure for FSC: Groups may
vote in the following ways: “Yes"; “No"; “Abstain”, “Present But Not
Voting".

Intent: This motion seeks to formalize a voting procedure and give
voice to the current conscience of the Groups. It is intended to have
the following effects:

« Set, formalize, and clarify a distinct voting procedure at the
conference.

« Keep the voting brief, to the point, and free of confusion and
attempts to alter the outcome.

« Eliminate debate and discussions during old business as these
can result in the unintentional subversion of the conscience of the
Groups.

Motion 3.3

Submitted by: Alive & Free Nomads currently located in Utah For
Group Hot Line dial:
ABLE-NOW-4-NA
or
(225) 366-9462

This is a Returning Motion from a previous year; 80% will pass this
Motion. NOTE: Motion 3 has been divided into several parts as
requested by another Group at the conference.

Motion Formally adopt the following voting procedure for FSC: The

first year a motion is up for approval, any “No” will result in the motion
not passing. In subsequent years this stipulation will not apply even

if the motion is modified by the submitting Group to accommodate
feedback. Groups who vote “No” are asked to submit their reasoning so
that objections can be considered by other Groups and modifications
made by the submitting Group if they so choose; but they are not
obliged to do so.

The New/Old NA Way

should be a dire warning to those members who are firmly in control of
the NAWS corporation. Some Groups are now adopting alternate litera-
ture and alternate literature sources, such as the Anonymi Foundation. The
European Fellowship Service Conference recently released approval drafts
of "Rings of Service” (an alternative to the 12 concepts) and a book titled
“Grey Book Reflections” both available on Facebook. As Narcotics Anon-
ymous spreads, many international Fellowships are translating existing or
creating their own literature and may not seek the approval of NAWS. The
Iranian Region has flourished in the last 25 years using literature that was
translated independantly of NAWS. They produce and sell all their own liter-
ature with minimal markup because of the overwhelming financial support
of the groups and this could become the model for other service struc-
tures as well. The NAWS corporation which relies on literature profits has
failed to gain the support of the groups and will continue to struggle and
could eventually decline. Internationally, further away from the influence of
NAWS, the Fellowship continues to grow.

Written by rebelsmed 01/04/19

Special Edition January 2019
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« Keep the voting brief, to the point, and free of confusion and
attempts to alter the outcome.

« Eliminate debate and discussions during old business as these
can result in the unintentional subversion of the conscience of the
Groups.

Motion 3.5

Submitted by: Alive & Free Nomads currently located in Utah For
Group Hot Line dial:
ABLE-NOW-4-NA
or
(225) 366-9462

This is a Returning Motion from a previous year; 80% will pass this
Motion. NOTE: Motion 3 has been divided into several parts as
requested by another Group at the conference.

Motion

Formally adopt the following voting procedure for FSC: Any Group may
submit for the record the reason they cast their vote in the manner
they cast it.

Intent: This motion seeks to formalize a voting procedure and give
voice to the current conscience of the Groups. It is intended to have
the following effects:

« Set, formalize, and clarify a distinct voting procedure at the
conference.

« Keep the voting brief, to the point, and free of confusion and
attempts to alter the outcome.

« Eliminate debate and discussions during old business as these
can result in the unintentional subversion of the conscience of the
Groups.

The New/Old NA Way

In 1992, at the annual World Service Conference, a motion was passed;

Motion 3: To approve the booklet, "Twelve Concepts for NA Service”
(Addendum 2).1

Intent: Adoption of this motion will place the booklet, Twelve Concepts
for NA Service, in the WSO inventory as World Service Conference-ap-
proved literature.

This booklet was approved by the conference, but never submitted to the
groups for approval and therefore not Fellowship approved literature under
the existing rules (hence the term ‘Conference-approved’). It was meant
to direct the efforts of the service structures in place of literature like “The
Paths of Recovery”. During the next decade, the WSO (which became the
current Narcotics Anonymous World Services, or NAWS in 1998) began to
control the production and use of the Narcotics Anonymous name, litera-
ture and logos by implementing the Fellowship Intellectual Property Trust
(FIPT) which was never group approved. The Guide to World Services (Con-
ference Cycle 2016-2018 Edition published for the World Service Confer-
ence of Narcotics Anonymous by Narcotics Anonymous World Services,
Inc.) was created and included two sections;

C. WSC Approval

1. The conference shall not vote on any proposals to change existing
Fellowship approved NA recovery literature unless such changes have
appeared in the Conference Agenda Report.

2. All literature submitted to the conference for approval requires a two-
thirds majority

vote of regional delegates, and it also takes a two-thirds majority vote to
withdraw

current NA literature from the category of approved literature.

3. Literature approved under this process is marked as Fellowship-ap-
proved.

As well as;

Changes to NAs Twelve Steps, Twelve Traditions, Twelve Concepts or
NAs Name, Nature, or Purpose Any WSC proposal or action to change
NAs Twelve Steps, Twelve Traditions, and Twelve Concepts for NA Ser-
vice or NAs name, nature, or purpose should be approved directly by
the groups through a group tally process, administered according to the
following guidelines:

Special Edition January 2019
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Motion 3.7

Submitted by: Alive & Free Nomads currently located in Utah For
Group Hot Line dial:
ABLE-NOW-4-NA
or
(225) 366-9462

This is a Returning Motion from a previous year; 80% will pass this
Motion. NOTE: Motion 3 has been divided into several parts as
requested by another Group at the conference.

Motion

Formally adopt the following voting procedure for FSC: During the
voting there will be no debate or discussion other than each Group
submitting reasons for their votes.

Intent: This motion seeks to formalize a voting procedure and give
voice to the current conscience of the Groups. It is intended to have
the following effects:

« Set, formalize, and clarify a distinct voting procedure at the
conference.

« Keep the voting brief, to the point, and free of confusion and
attempts to alter the outcome.

« Eliminate debate and discussions during old business as these
can result in the unintentional subversion of the conscience of the
Groups.

« Keep the record concise and only include in the voting section of
the minutes what the Groups have actually conscienced.

« Separately report the opinions and questions of conference
attendees.

« Inanideal world this will also give Groups and NA members

incentive to contact the motioning Group with any questions prior

to the conference.

The New/Old NA Way

Medicine, Religion, and
Psychiatry?

Narcotics Anonymous is built upon a
few ideas that are not part of the twelve
steps we use to recover from addiction.
For example: ..."this is a program of
complete abstinence from all drugs”,
“we have no dues or fees, no pledges to
sign, no promises to make to anyone,
we are “...addicts who meet regularly
to help each other stay clean...”.

Part of the philosophy Narcotics
Anonymous was built upon
included the idea that: “...
Jail did not help us at
all, Medicine, religion
and psychiatry ...
(had) no answers for

were more qualified to write than the
entire fellowship. A very limited faction
of members re-wrote part of our stated
philosophy to: “... Most of us ended up
in jail, or sought help through medi-
cine, religion and psychiatry. None of
these methods was sufficient for us.”
Changing our entire relationship to
those institutional entities.

Now we are saddled with this
erroneous perception. We have drug
replacement members calling them-

selves clean because some thera-

pist told them that they were.

We need to inventory our
service errors, particu-
larly those we made
because of elitism and
closing our services

to full fellowship

us we could use.”
To —l> <@ articipation, and

recover from

addiction.

Our earliest and
most basic compre-
hensive literature was
written by those addicts

who cared enough to give

it away so they could keep it.

The writing was open to any member

who wanted to help and all of it was

reviewed by the entire fellowship who

were encouraged to input any changes

or additions they thought were helpful.
This method must have offended

some folks who seemed to think they

Special Edition

complete review and
input.
Written BY: J. M
from Ohio

the dishonoring of

January 2019
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Motion 4

Submitted by: Alive & Free Nomads currently located in Utah For
Group Hot Line dial:
ABLE-NOW-4-NA

or

(225) 366-9462

Motion

Eliminate the “Chair” or “Chairperson” title from FSC and ASIS titles.
This would apply to any position using the title “Chair”, including
“Co-chair” titles.

We propose that all such positions be referred to as
“Accommodator ” (or “Co-Accommodator”, etc.).

The definition of Accommodator as listed in a dictionary shall be
recognized by this conference to mean:

noun

1. A person or thing that accommodates.

2.Someone who performs a service or does a favor.

NOTE: This is the definition given at freedictionary.com as of
12/15/2018. This is not an endorsement of said dictionary, only
meant as a source for the information provided.

This applies ONLY to the lowest and broadest level of service —
the Fellowship Service Conference and any ASIS committees or
subcommittees directed by the Groups through the FSC.

Intent

To realign with our understanding of the Traditions as expressed
in the Grey Book; specifically: “We choose not to have presidents,
masters, chairmen or directors.” (Page 95, Lines 3-4)

To ensure that we, as a service body, remain forever trusted
servants, never effective leaders, as we believe the use of the chair
title has lead to problems in what eventually became the NAWS
structure and that just because something has not been a problem
to this point at the FSC, does not mean it won't become one.
(Nothing is ever a past problem until the first time it becomes one.)

The New/Old NA Way

really lonely at times thinking | am the
only one thinking this way, but | know
it's a lie because I've had other people
share the same experience with me so
I'm not alone. | think there are other
people out there who are thinking the
same thoughts | have had and just
don't know where to go with them or
just don't know how to find the solu-
tions to fix the problem. | spent most
of my recovery involved in the known
service structure frustrated and finally
got to the thought, maybe | am wrong
and what is the use anyway. Maybe
it's the time just to get along with my
personal life anyway. Maybe I'm wrong
and crazy. Did anyone ever have them
thoughts? You're not alone anymore.
There are other solutions. The Tradi-
tions are the answers, not the concepts.

The home group | belong to decided
a year and 7 months ago that it could
not participate in the known service
structure, that if we were to continue
to call ourselves Narcotics Anonymous
that it was time we stopped negoti-
ating our Traditions to go along with
the status quo. The 12 Traditions are
not negotiable [3rd Ed Rev.]. So why
were we negotiating them? We left the
Area we belonged to and found other
groups who were also feeling the same
way and formed our own Area. A solu-
tion. We started to serve the needs
of the groups instead of the wants of
the service workers. We decided also
not to belong to a Region at this time
and not to belong to the World Service
Conference. Some will ask, "How do
you get literature then?". Our answer
is that we print our own. It is the right
of the Group. This might upset some

Special Edition

people and cause great harm. This has
not gone without notice. We also would
like to thank all those who have been in
support of us the last few years. Your
support was needed. This also has not
gone without notice. You let us know
that we're not alone. Narcotics Anon-
ymous, you are beautiful. More will be
revealed.

Written By: Anonymous
USA

January 2019
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or editions (like original IPs vs revised IPs or different versions of
the Basic Text).

Intent
This is intended to:

« Strengthen the principle of Home Group approval.

« Establish a literature reporting process that simply gives voice to
what Groups are using as opposed to a “majority rule”.

« Solve the dilemma of approving literature in a way that does not
account for the minority in determining literature for an entire
Fellowship.

« This could be used in lieu of a formal conference process until such
time as the Groups establish one, and may prove to be a preferable
method to a conference determining what is “Fellowship Approved”
or “Conference Approved”.

This is not intended to and shall not:

« Remove the ability of the Groups to submit a motion for
conference approval of any piece of literature, as is their right and
past practice.

« Preclude any Group from including this type of information in their
Group reports. Groups can already do this — This motion seeks to
make it a conference practice to ask for the information.

« Oblige any Group to report — This only obliges the conference to
ask for and report the information.

The New/Old NA Way

14th Annual Fellowship Service

Conference for N.A.

When: June 14th thru June16, 2019
Where: Hamburg, PA Place. Olivet Mountain Camp
1540 Mountain Ave.

Hamburg, Pa 19526
Cost: $95.00 per person
Price includes all meals {and lodging if needed}

There is no registration fee all money goes directly to pay for the
facility and food Write checks payable to Historical Perspective Group

For More Information: Contact Historical Perspective Group

(610) 428-9923 Ask for Ray: or e-mail — matrixmatclu ahoo.com
Check Out Our Web www.nahelp.org/ Send check to: A.S.L.S. For NA
P.O. Box 4404 Allentown, Pa 18105 Write checks payable to
Historical Perspective Group of NA (Bring sheets, pillows, Towels and
soap everything else provided)

Address: City State:
Zip: Phone Number ( -

Group Name Register by June 1, 2019

Amount $95.00 Check NO.

(Adversity does not build character, it Reveals it.) More Will Be Revealed

S
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