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The New/Old NA WAY Magazine
Volume 23
June - July 2019

This magazine was written in open participation
by members of the Groups of The Anonimy Foundation
and members of the Groups who participate in the
Fellowship Service Conference and the
European Fellowship Service Conference
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My Gratitude Speaks
When I Care
And When I Share
With Others

The NA Way

The Groups of Northern Columbiana County Area of Narcotics Anonymous present...

Annual 12 Step Retreat

February 21, 22, and 23, 2020

Das Dutch Village Inn
150 East state Route 14
Columbiana, Ohio 44408

What to expect: Speakers, Discussion, Coffee,
Real NA Old School Recovery!

only $5.00 for the weekend if you pre-register - $10.00 at the door

Pre-Register by Emailing stepretreat@yahoo.com

NO addict EVER turned away!

Rooms start at $94 per night for 2 adults
($10.00 additional for each adult)
Prices are subject to change
Reserve your room by January 1, 2020 mention you are with the
NA retreat to get the discounted price

Call Hotel @ 330-4825050
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was ridiculous to me. We gathered in
an old farm house and split into small
groups. | was put in a group with two
men both of whom had previous expe-
rience working on literature. When they
said the three of us would be working
in a small bedroom
upstairs, my comfort
level dropped. There
were no chairs in that
room. But when we
went up there, got up
on the bed and lined
up with our backs to
the wall and started
working. My dis-
comfort quickly disappeared. Patiently,
in the next few hours | was walked
through the process and a wonderful
thing happened. | developed two new
friends, one of whom | still feel a strong
emotional bond with, thirty years later.

The next day, | was put into another
group with several women | didn't
know. In the hours that passed, work-
ing together toward our common goal,
more bonds of friendship were formed.
We shared frustration, exhaustion, and
lots of laughter and excitement. Later,
one of those women would ask me to
sponsor her and that relationship was a
delightful gift.

It seemed strange to me that in just
a few days, | had amassed a group of
people with whom | had experienced
what | can only explain as “magic.” We
accomplished the supposed impossi-
ble. We set aside our egos and began
the process of creating literature that
would help change the lives of thou-
sands of addicts. | couldn't under-
stand the strong bond | felt with these

2 The New/Old NA Way

people, how was it possible that could
happen in just a few days? Then some-
one pointed out that in the hours we
worked together over that weekend,
we had spent the same amount of
time together as if we'd shared sev-
eral months of home
group meetings. [t
was beyond amazing
to me.

After  that, I
showed up at sev-
eral workshops for
editing the NA Way
Magazine. After
a few mistakes, |
developed the knack of editing input
into a usable form to share in print a
message that would exclude no one. In
the process, | got more of the magic:
the phenomenon of a seemingly instant
bonding of kindred spirits working
together for a spiritual common goal.
A very special spiritual awakening; NA
Magic! Back at home, we received a
flyer for a gathering at Thanksgiving
"Consciousness in Memphis", Tennes-
see, and immediately decided to par-
ticipate. That weekend our mission was
to edit our White Book and Informa-
tional Pamphlets. Our group split up
and | joined a few addicts working on
the White Book. As we read through
the booklet and paused to re-work that
piece to better express the clarity of our
message, | began to feel that unique
bonding of spiritual purpose. Hours
later, full blown NA Magic!

A few weeks ago, thirty years after
that Thanksgiving weekend, | was pre-
paring to attend an NA History Confer-
ence in Atlanta. A woman I've known

14th Annual Fellowship Service

Conference for N.A.

When: June 14th thru June16, 2019
Where: Hamburg, PA Place. Olivet Mountain Camp
1540 Mountain Ave.

Hamburg, Pa 19526
Cost: $95.00 per person
Price includes all meals {and lodging if needed}

There is no registration fee all money goes directly to pay for the
facility and food Write checks payable to Historical Perspective Group

For More Information: Contact Historical Perspective Group

(610) 428-9923 Ask for Ray: or e-mail — matrixmatclub@yahoo.com
Check Out Our Web www.nahelp.org/ Send check to: A.S.1.S. For NA
P.O. Box 4404 Allentown, Pa 18105 Write checks payable to
Historical Perspective Group of NA (Bring sheets, pillows, Towels and
soap everything else provided)

Name: E - Mail:

Address: City State:
Zip: Phone Number ( -

Group Name Register by June 1, 2019

Amount $95.00 Check NO.

(Adversity does not build character, it Reveals it.) More Will Be Revealed.......

D




€ 610Z fqnf - aun(

JO Jjauaq |eniuids ayj 10) SI JUEBM Op |
JeypA dwes ayj Aels 01 N 109dxa Jou
Juem Jaylieu | "ainjeiall] ou }sowje pue
sBuilesw pauwi| 03 yoeq ob o1 asooyd
JaAdU pINOM | °S,08 9Y} Ul Sem 1 uey}
JUBIBLIP SI YN ‘SOA “Swealp Ino JO uol}
-BUIW[ND 8y} S| P|AOM 8y} punoJe peaids
sy ‘diysmoj|ay 8y} jo ymwmoib sy
‘snowAuouy so11091eN
ul 9oIAI9s uonedidiped uadQ M 106 |
MOy Mmauwy | ‘saipnig |eba ul saubaQ
S91eI100SSY Aw pauldes Jaje| | USYAA
VN 10 S|9.dlA
9y} wiy o3 wiy BulonpoJsiul ‘pajeasd
usaq pey H Moy paule|dxa pue payIom
p,| Yolym uo ainjelsll] 8yl wiy pamoys
| -sasse[o Jidyl ybnouyy Buuedsaid Aq
@3o Aw uies 1,upIp | pue ‘pusdeaMm ey}
uo UOIJUBAUOD e Je Bupjeads sem | ‘uel
-0}0Ipd|e/\ O JOUOY 39y} UMOp pauin}
| 'SSe|D @3D 1eyi JO UBLIOIDIPdJBA Se
Bupjeads Aq @oualiadxs Aw Inoqge aieys
03} sw payse ay aiaym Buiresw jeyy o}
Juam pue “joogpueH |d B pue “oog
aMYM ay3 ‘auizebely Aepp YN 8y3 o
so1doo ma} e yjoogqpueH |BH 9y} ‘sdoys
-340M 9s0y] o Auew JO s}nsai-pus ay}
paJjayieb | -3se) 8y} Joj Apnis 03 sauop
pey | 1eym puejsiapun pjnod ay 0s aw
UHM 198W O} pajuem aH °1s9} jey) ayel
oym ajdoad a8y} Jo 916 UeY) J811aq pIp
| JUuBBW YoIym ‘sjipusdiad yige oyl ul
passed pey | 1ey} pauiejdxs aH ‘pazewe
seM | ‘paualsl| | Se Inqg ‘||e 1aye passed
},Upey | pue ae3lSiw B udaq pey aiay}
aw [|91 0} Bulob sem ay 1ybnoys | -olued
JO Juswow e 39} | "9]eo0| Aw ul S991AI8S
uoneonp3 3npy 8yj Jo pesy ayj se j|es
-Wly paijijuapl J9||ed sy} pue ||ed suoyd
B POAISDal | ‘19| J9aM \y "OpISe S}nsal
ay1 18s | pue ‘ybnoys 1eaub 384 passed
p,l] Buimouy -jleom Asen suop Ajeas

J,Upey | Se aw 03} Pad 00| }| "PasNIU0I
JBYMBWOS ‘W.0} 8y} JOAO pPayoo0| pue
passed p,| ‘suolle|nielbuod ayjy peal |
"JI9sul papealp sy} peal 03 9dojaAud ay}
pauado AjsnoAlau pue [lew 8y} ul s}nsali
Aw panlgoal | ‘9le| S)9OM dwWOS
‘49| pue 1s9}
Aw ul pspuey | ‘yosAw ssanb-puooss
0} jou Buip1osg “MOM Aw MaiAal pue
yoeq ob pjnoys | sdeylad ‘Ajes auop
sem | -olued 3|94 | ‘onea| o1 dn 106 pue
1s81 8yl paysiuly | Sy "o3elsiw e spewl
P.l 1Byl paualybuy sem | “1s9) ay} oxel
0} swed Aep 8y} UBYAA "SOSSe[O 9soy}
JO uonoas uolesedald yiew ayi Ing ||e
Jano dpjs 03 papiosp | ‘patanod Buiaq
[elI9leW By} MUY | 9snedaq ‘sasse|d
9S0Uy} Ul Jusiedwi JeYmawos aweodaq |
‘a3o Aw 106 03 sasse|o aye} 03 uebaq
| ‘Buiypa pue Buiim ainiesayl| ayi ui
uonedioiped Aw Jaye sieah may) Yy
‘palsinal ‘o1be|\ WN “Indul Jay aneb
9US Se SeM ays aAI}SUdS Aj|e1oos aiow
pue juel||iq moy Bupjuiyy pataquiawal
| ‘puddaM paieys Ino o} sawil ybnouys
pajjoAed} | 41 se sem 11 ‘indul Jay noqe
Bupjje; sem ays sy -adwes ayj pIp ays
pue ‘pusyesm leyl Inoge palaquiawal
| ¥eym paleys | 394009 SHYAA 1ey3 uo
Bupiom palsaquiswal sn Jo yoeg "Iay3o
yoea umouy sAemje isnl p,am jeyj sn
JO yjoq 01 pawaas isnl 3| "Jow am ey}
sem 3 alaym Jaquiawal o} Buidiy pue
991M19s ul sAep Ajiea uno 1noge Bupjel
9JoM M pue ‘Jay pao||ed pue sauoyd Aw
dn payoid | ‘spiemisyy | ueyl aiow
Jay djpy pnod oym pusiy Jayjoue
10B1U0D Bys palsabbns | pue indul o}
Bupjse abessaw e dw juds ayg 9oUd
-19juod Bulwoodn ayy 1e doysyiom e
1e Buueys pue Buipuajie sem ays jeyi
300(ga9e4 UO 9]0IM SIe3A 10} PAAO| pue

woo'|lewb@yNel4uabljiuy :10ejuo)
uspamg
asd[ayeu Mmm

wopbBury papun
yn- DIO"Al 9A008.1898.1) MMM

spuepayloN a8yl
woo'jlewb@|u-djayeu :10e3U0)
[Ud[oUBU MMM

PHOM
woo’|lewbmbio-djayeu :10e3u0)
Bi0"djoyeu" MMM

SHUIIGOM

woo lewb@mbio-djayeu 01 UOIIRWIOIUI PUSS 948Y JUSAS INOA

OlyQ ‘eueliquinjo)
0202 ‘pieZ Menigegq niyy 3s |z Aenigad :a3eq
IV3YI39 d3IS Z1 TVNNNV

spuellaylaN ay] ‘deeusnsz
610¢ "Yigl 41890100 NIyl YyiQ| 1890100 :8leQ
'V'N 404

JON3H3I4INOD FDIAYIS dIHSMOT134d NVIdOHNT TVNNNY HLlv

Vvd ‘BanqueH
610¢C 'Y191 aunf niyi yiyy | sunr :ejeq
'V'N HO4 3ON3H3I4ANOD FDIAHIS dIHSMOTI34 TVNNNY HLv L

SJUaAng buiwoodn



open participation service to be rein-
stated so that the miracle can continue.
Why should we spend thousands of
dollars for professional writers when
we have a fellowship full of talent?

After the World Service Conference
this year, and my History Conference
weekend, I've been having conflicting
emotions. | feel so sad that our service
structure has changed to restrict par-
ticipation, seemingly a little more each
year. Delegation instead of group con-
science directed service is completely
upside-down me. And then there are
repeating flashes of renewed hope.
There are still enough of us “dino-
saurs” or “predecessors,” around who
have stayed clean and remember the
spirituality we developed during those
marathon service meetings where
our souls seemed to bond. Perhaps,
if each of us who achieved the divine
benefits of open participatory service
shares openly and clearly the bene-
fits we received through that process,
the magic we experienced that was
almost tangible, maybe these ongoing
changes which have restricted partici-
pation and caused our literature to be
written by professional writers can be
reversed. Hopefully, it is not too late.
Perhaps you who are newer in recovery
will catch the excitement and want the
magical spiritual awakenings we have
been so blessed with. It is my ongoing
prayer this change occurs; however,
it can only happen if you are aware of
what you are missing.

In Loving Service,

A Predecessor in NA
From the USA 5

4 The New/Old NA Way

WRITING
IN
PROGRESS

How do we best carry our
message of hope and
promise of freedom?

Needs Input New Literature Being
Written

We stay totally abstinent from all
mind altering and mood changing
chemicals.

We give.
We love.
We share.
We inform.
We pray.
We listen.
We hug.
We stay.

We live it.

“God, protect us and provide for us.
Guide us and illuminate us in the path
of our recovery, grant us courage,
commitment and strength.
Teach us to care and give without
reservations. Make us aware of
gratitude and principles.

Help us to recognize your presence
around us and let our lives be a

reflection of your love.”

Originally Written By: Greg P.
Re-Written by The Recovery First Group NA
To Reflect the We Version

June - July 2019

25




S 610C 4nf - aunf

induj 4o pasN U]

dnouy
SWOH YsIpams ayj Aq pajiels
‘abessaw ayj Ajdde o1
paau am abessaw Jno Alled 1seq 0} ‘0S
"Jey} @os ajdoad pue ‘spiom Ardwae isn[
seM }1 ‘uo paieys isnl am jeym jo Aue
Ajdde 1 uop am Buigaw a8y} Jo apisino
Inq Buieaw e je poob Ajjeas punos pue
}IS URD 9/\\\ "Op 9M JBYM S ]I S1d}1ewW Jeyl
Aes am jeym isnfjou s 3| °,| UBO OS ‘ued
ays/ay JI, ‘eas 01 s|doad Joj ssjdwexs
9JB 9M ‘}BY} Op 9M USYM pue 3IOM 0}
}1 10} welboid 8y) dAI| 01 padau dAN

"} 9A1] 9

"00} 949y} udaq
sey auoawos ]eyl asnedaq ‘Aes Aje
-N}oe 9M }BUYM O} US31SI| OYM dUOSWOS
aney 1snl 01 eousuadxs |npamod e si
‘ybnouyy Bulob ale am jeym pueisiapun
pue 2ied 9M ]ey} MOYS aM Jayjoue
auo 03 Bulualsiy Ag "sn 10} ||IM SpPOD)
Jo abpajmouy 196 ued am usilsl| pue
puiw uado ue Buidesy Ag "sbBuiyy pue
saoe|d ‘ajdoad ybBnouyy syIom poo

"ualsl| 9

‘Aead apn

"8}1] J0 ABM UNO S]UBM pue SpPaau oOym
9SOU} 10} 9|ge[IBAR SOA|9SINO 93ew ‘Sl
VN }eYM wiojul 0} 818y} ob pue s}oippe
Yum |esp Jeyl suonniisul 0} sis9}d|
puas ‘siaAl4 dn 1nd Aew app 'sdnoub ayi
01 dn sI Moy ‘sAem juaiaip ul sy} op
UBd 9\ 19408S J0U snowAuoue ale ap\

"SN pul} 0} 819Ym Mouy| siolppe os dew
89Ul U0 8Qg ‘UMOWY 8Q 0} paau A\

"wojul 9\

"UMmo ano Buipnjoul
‘saAl| anes am } Buleys Aq pue uoiin|os
ay] aAey apA “sn yum pateys Asyl adoy
pue yjbuails ‘eousiiadxs a8y} pue sn
910J9Q SM|eM OUYM 3soyj} Jo sojdwexs
ay31 moj|o} Aq wopaaly paousiiadxe os|e
9M INg ‘sn pasned uonidippe jey} ured
a8yl peousliadxa aney app "aue Asyl
alaym Ajjoexa usaq aAey am ‘s}oippe
Buliayns [11s 8y} o1 adoy pue yibuails
‘aggusiedxa uno aueys am op asod
-ind Atewnid 1no Jayuny 0} J8plIo u|

‘aleys o\

'sn 10} Bulylawos 3,ust snowAuouy
$011004e\ 8gAew Jo ‘|eas 10j welboud
Ino pau} Ajjeal 3,usAeYy @M BAI| 0} SN
djay 03 uolledIpaW JO }OS dWOS pasdu
9M >uly} am §| ‘sbnup 77y @oejdas |jIm
jey} Buipuejsiopun UMO JNO JO JOMOd
JaybiH e pue weiboid jenyuids e aney
9\ "S|eolwayd Bulbueys poow pue Bul
-19)je pulw Ty wolj jusuisqe Ajejol
a1,0M JI ATNO INQ ‘syiom snowAuouy
sonjooteN Jo weiboid ayy -Buisn ino
-yum Buial Aolua 01 pawaas uana Asyl
pue saAa J1ay3 ul mo|b e pey Asyj ‘uiebe
asn 0} aAey Jan8 1,uop noA Aepoy Joy 1snf
‘SeM I JeY} pIes snowAuouy s21102JeN
ul 39w am 9|doad ¢sBnup INOYUM aAI| 0}
9|qissod 1 sepp “aIp 40 dols 0} papasu
9\ "aJowAue sBul@a) JnO umop INYs
3,Up|NOD @M ‘pPaSN M USYAA 'INO pajuem
9M ‘UuoI30Ippe JO dseasip ay} Aq ualesq
9J9M M 9snedaq YN O} awed AN

‘S|ealwayd
Buibueyo poow pue Buusye puiw
[le wol) jusunlsge Ajejol Aels app

- 90IAI9S Jo Buiaq jo An
-|eaJs e ayew awi} e je dnoub suo ‘ swi}
e }e JoIppe auo ‘ pldom ay3 abueyd ued
am ‘Buiaq |eniuids sy "1u1ds Jo aw029q
9M 9J9YM SI }I ‘SSO|I0|0D ‘SSIIXaS ‘SS9
-9oe} Buleg ‘Buieq |enyuids aind jo
2wWo099qg am asaym Bujuayeme |eniuids
e jo a|diound ays st sIy| "suolyped} Jno
Jo uonepunos ayl ybnoiyl AywAuoue
Jo a|diounid ay} ules| apA “dnodo ayj jo
JuawIalaq ay3 404 apise obs ase ind o}
uJed| 9AA “SJI94NS [|13S OYM Jd1ppe 8y} 0}
abessaw ayl BulAuied |eob uowwod e
104 Jayiebol Bupjiom jo Ayjpwny jo aid
-1ound ayi sn yoesl Aayl ‘ansas 01 moy
sn yoeoal Asy) -‘dnoio e se ajeolunw
-wo9 pue diysmoj|a} e se 91ed1Iunwwod
0} MOY SN yoea} suoljipel] ay] "pon jo
Ja1ds 8yl ul Moub ued 9M 919M SOA[SS
-Ino uleulew 0} moy sn ybney aney
Aay] -loineyaq paloludd-4|9s ale pue
uonoippe ale Aq pasned aney am abe
-wep ay} Joj dn ayew pue }sed aie dn
uea|o 01 moy sn 1ybney sdais ayi 1ybu
91 Ylog "SUuollpel} 9A|9M} dU} UIYHM
so|diound a8yl sI 3 Aes pjnom JayiQ
sdals ay; inoybnouyl usaq aney Asyi
asoy} aJe so|diound asayi Aes pjnom
awog ¢sa|diound esayl ase Jeypa
Joippe Buuayns ayl o1 abessaw a8y}
Ai1ed o1 A1y pue suieye ||e ui ssjdiound
asay} a9o110ead am sdels asoy} Jo }nsau
e se Bupjeme |enjuidg e pey aney app,,
s,Bupjeme |enjuids paje|nwnooe asay)
JO }nsau e sy -Bulag |eniuidg passjua)
poo e 0} Buldq uewny paidalusd-j|os
e wolj sanjesino Buidojonsp aue am
uana|3 da1g ybnoay} suo dals woly pels
9y} wou4 -Buiaq |enyuids e ojul sn pado
-]oAap aAey o3 Jaids uno jo Bupjeme 03

AoM VN P1O/MaN Y], 4

sn pa| sey de1g yoea daig yy|om} ays je
paAlLLe aAeY @M ,sda)s 8soy) Jo }nsal e
se Bupjeme |enjuids e pey Buiney,

ZL dais

‘abew| spon) ur moub
0} pulw Jno Burousjis ybnoiyi 8910
SpoD) Jeay 0} paules| aAey pue por) 0}
3|e3 0} paules| aney apA ‘Buipuelsiapun
ino jo pon yum Buidojansp ussq aney
am diysuone@y ayl uodn sroidwi 0}
uonelpal\ pue J4aheld ybnoiyy Asuanol
Buijeay oyl anuipuod am saguslddxa
9say} ybnouyy atem daig yuaas|g ayi
0} sn spes| siy] "1amod siH ybnouys sn
sanb poo 1eys Buieay |enyuids ay3 [994
0} MBS 9\ "Suoljoe asay} Aq asneo am
wJey 8y} pue suoljoe ale JO Ssaualeme
sn oAb 01 ease siyy ul djpy poo .oy
Se pue a|quINH 8q 0} UJed| aMm ‘sueay
INO 0} udlsl| 0} uJed| SAA "183oeIRYD JO
1e9)op aJe uo no Buigoe Ag 91ea1d am
jeyl si1ayjo Bulwiey sy} JO suoljoe aie
dn Bujues|o anuijuod am daig ayi si } -
way} uo no Buijoe dois am 0s Bulwoo
-HOYS aJe dAOWadI 0} POL) >Se dM 9IJoM
da1g Yluanag ay} 0} spes| yoiym ‘awi}
poD ul J1djoeiRY) JO }99)9P JNO dAOWDI
[lIM pue ued por) leyl yuej Buirey pue
Bunjse Ag sn |eay 0} poo) 1SNJ} MOU UeD
am ‘sBuoim Ino Jo ainjeu joexs ale N0
punoj aABY @M 1Y} MO "SUOI}BAIaSDI
noyym sBuoim JIno JO ainjeu }oexs
Jey} jwpe o3 poo pue Buleg uewny
Jayjoue SOA|9SINO }SnJ} Mou am sa|dio
-uld [enmudg pue poo yum diysuon
-e|ay e 1jinq Buiney "delg yyi4 Y1 ul
sBuoum Jno JO ainjeu 1oexa ay} Jwpe
UEd 9M pOD) JO aled 9y} 0} I9AO SaAl|
pue |[Im aJie uin} 0} yiej aney o} Ayljiqe
ino pue yue4 ‘1sni] yupp "dnayew ino
ojul Asuinol jeyy swodjem ued am 0g
ssojiea) dajs ypno4 e op 03} 9|qe 9q



In 1984 the course of
NA Service changed -
In Spanish

ESTE ESCRITO LO PUBLICO UN
COMPANERO DE NA... En 1984, el
curso del Servicio de NA cambid; en
realidad, volvié a ser lo que habia sido
durante afios, pero yo era demasi-
ado nuevo (5 afos) para date cuenta
entonces! En la CSM de 1983, surgio la
mocion "... que el tnico voto de RSR en
la CSM" surgio después de haber sido
distribuida a todos. la confraternidad
para consideracion y voto en los Grupos
de NA ("... aquellos a quienes sirven" a
los que la CSM era (es) Directamente
Responsable) el voto de los miembros
votantes de la CSM fue tomada: y esta
mocion fue aprobada por 1 sobre el
numero requerido por una mayoria de
2/3. En este punto el La confraterni-
dad de NA habia declarado claramente
a través del proceso de Conciencia de
Grupo que queriamos que la CSM se
mantuviera de la manera mas simple
con el proceso de conciencia de grupo,
y que exigimos que la CSM sea mas
claramente responsable de aquellos
a quienes servian. Después algunos
comentarios secundarios, el Presidente
de la CSM declaré que la mocion fra-
casé porque el numero de votos si
cayo 1 de los 2/3 de los que se reg-
istraron en la votacion nominal ante-
rior (ahora la votacion en si misma fue
una votacion nominal) - esto fue una
declaracion sin precedentes de cambio
en el procedimiento de votacién en la
CSM impuesta arbitrariamente por el
presidente y el parlamentario. Otras
dos cosas sucedieron en ese momento
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y, justo después, compartiré cuando
esto haya tenido tiempo de hundirse
un poco ... En retrospectiva, los Servi-
cios Mundiales de NA en ese momento
habian declarado claramente que no
cumplirian con la 2 y 9 Tradicion ..
poco después de que empezaran a
vender nuestro libro con un descuento
a Hazleton: claramente que se negaron
a cumplir con la 6 Tradicion ... Inmed-
iatamente después de esta politica de
servicios mundiales "por encima de las
tradiciones", cerraron el comité de lit-
eratura y contrataron a profesionales.
Escritores que se niegan a respetar la 7
Tradicion. Estuve alliy le debo a usted y
a todos los recién llegados a NA desde
entonces por no hacer mas ... no hacer
lo suficiente - para ayudar a nuestro
mundo Servicios para acatar nuestras
tradiciones ... Todo mi servicio mas alla
de mi servicio al grupo de origen al que
pertenezco es mis enmiendas Nosotros,
en NA, no tenemos disposiciones para
ser "atendidos" por ninguna entidad:
junta o comité a menos que esa enti-
dad sea directamente responsable ante
nosotros ... asi que En realidad, todo
lo que ha sucedido desde ese voto fue
llamado derrotado y la CSM optd por
desafiar la conciencia de grupo de NA -
Todo lo hecho por los servicios mundi-
ales desde entonces no tiene nada que
ver con NA. sin embargo, todos sabe-
mos que tiene influencia. Un hombre
sabio dijo una vez que sabe la verdad
y que la verdad te pondra libre ... ahora
sabes la verdad, por favor, ayudame a
ver como nos establece. Libre... Jim M.
(RIP)

Step Series:
Ten, Eleven, and Twelve

After finishing our ninth step we
are left with the next three Steps that
will maintain our recovery. These steps
maintain our relationships with our-
selves, other people, our relationship
with God and with society as a whole.
It also helps with communicating with
the fellowship as we engage in carrying
our message to those who suffers.

Step 10

This is the step that we continue
taking our daily inventory and how we
interact with others. It says, “We con-
tinued to daily inventory and promptly
admitted when we were wrong.” That
means we take our inventory through-
out the day. We do not have to wait
to have for the day to end to take our
inventory, we also do not have to wait
to put people on our 8th step list to
admit when we have wronged them.
We can do it promptly it immediately
when we recognize it. It can even be
in the middle of harming another per-
son are even in a meeting when we
are sharing. We can see it in the faces
of others when we are harming them.
We can stop an. d immediately correct
what we have done and let the person
are Group Know we have wrong them.
We also can take are inventory before
we comment to someone. We do not
have to react to others even if when
they have said things that have hurt
are feeling We can take a look at our-
selves and why it hurt our feelings, is
there truth in what someone has said
are do we feel there is a grain of truth

to it? Has it bought something up from
the past that has not been dealt with
in are recovery? We need to talk it over
with our sponsor before we react and
cause harm. Before we go to bed and
call it an evening go over the 10th step
inventory to not let something undone
that we can do in the day. Get it off our
minds that it dose not repeat itself in
the days are month to come. Clear our
minds before the day closes so we can
correct ourselves.

Step 11

This is the step we first hear of
mediation in the Steps. It says” We
have sought through prayer and medi-
ation to improve out conscience con-
tact with God as we understand him”,
Now we have arrived were we have a
understanding of God. In the Third
Step it said we turned our will and
Lives over to the care of God as we
understood him, so we went to those
who went before us who had an under-
standing of God through there 11
Step for guidance in the steps. Now
that we have arrived at the 11th step
you say we need to pray for a better
understand God and then mediate to
improve that relationship. Yes, we have
been building a relationship with God
since the second step , in the second
step we are building a relationship with
the principle trust in a power greater
than ourselves .In the Third Step we
are building a relationship with faith
and action of that principle of trust in
that Greater Power than of Ourselves
defined as God in the Third Step. We
turn our lives over to the Care of God
in Our Third Step which allows us to
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and later in the same paragraph states
“ALL ELSE IS NOT NA'" clearly indicat-
ing that they are not a part Narcotics
Anonymous. The book further states
"whether to utilize these services is up
to the group.” This would allow any
group to do whatever the group chose
to do and continue to call them-
selves an NA Group, leav-
ing the fellowship
no recourse but
to allow them
to do so....We
believe it was
not the inten-
tion of those
members of
the Literature
Committee
who selflessly
devoted 100's
of hours and
$1,000's of dollars
to provide the fellowship

with our book, nor those members of
the Board of Trustees who personally
worked on and reviewed the material,
nor the fellowship who approved the
book, to place the Service Structure
outside the Traditions or the dictates of
the fellowship.

One of the committees formed early
on was a Literature committee. Both
the Chair of the committee (Page C.)
and the entire committee that existed
in 1983 issued letters revoking the
writes of the WSO (NAWS) to publish
the book in response to the changes.
(Committee letter available for viewing
here)

When we learned that they were
going to contract another printer to

8 The New/Old NA Way

print Our Book, with the changes,
without consulting the Fellowship, we
were appalled [appalled]. Our Book is
the epitome of Group Conscience. We
spent an approximate 360,000 man-
hours and some $75,000.00 writing
Our Book.

What happened after was political
maneuverings and power struggles
as various factions sought to
control the production and
distribution of literature.
The rift created exists
today and curtails the

efforts of the groups to
fulfill their primary pur-
pose to carry the mes-
sage to the still suffer-
ing addict. As literature
prices grow, more groups
are looking to alternative
service structures and the
NAWS corporation has taken
the literature hostage with the cre-
ation of the FIPT (Fellowship Intellectual
Property Trust) which essentially seeks
to guarantee that only NAWS Inc. can
legally produce literature for sale to the
Fellowship.

Tradition 8 and 9 state;(Basic Text,
any version, first published in 1982);

8. Narcotics Anonymous should
remain forever nonprofessional, but
our service centers may employ special
workers.

9. NA, as such, ought never be
organized, but we may create service
boards or committees directly respon-
sible to those they serve.

It's the task of groups to create an
atmosphere of recovery so that any
addict can recover. Members find that

comer was able to get off all the drugs
prescribed to them for anxiety, depres-
sion and sleeping aid. It took months,
to get off all drugs and this member is
celebrating Clean time and is Recover-
ing from addiction by working the First
Step, writing on the First Step, read-
ing the IPs and writing on several Step
guides, with the Help of the Sponsor
and their newfound Higher Power. This
newcomer didn't concern themselves
with Clean Time they thought they had
beforehand. Just the Clean Time they
have now. We're very happy about their
process, Courage, Dedication and Hon-
esty to work a Living Program of Nar-
cotics Anonymous. We Encourage this
newcomer to Share their experience of
getting Clean through Complete and
Total Abstinence at other meetings they
attend. It can be done if the newcomer
has the Desire, Humility, Open-mind-
edness, if not at least the desperation
it takes to Recover in this Program of
Narcotics Anonymous.

Thank you N.A. for saving their Life.

In Service

Written by Anonymous

From Sweden R
I N

From an anonymous
member...

Regardless of the Twelfth Tradition,
there are still some big personalities
in the Fellowship of Narcotics Anony-
mous.

[You know who they are.]

They love to be the center of atten-
tion at every meeting and function they
go to, and have their little entourage
of recovering addicts who follow them
wherever they go. And, unfortunately,
sometimes these “personalities " go
back out, as any of us are susceptible
to if we don't do what we have to for
our recovery. But when these people go
back out, they leave a lot of bewildered
recovering addicts stumbling around,
wondering what went wrong.

[How did this great recovery giant
go back out?]

[How can that be possible?]

Well, | can go back out very easily, if
my program is built on reputation with-
out character. Let me explain. If | have
a strong, likable personality and the gift
of gab, then | can become very popular
at a lot of the NA meetings and func-
tions | go to. Add to that a few years
under my belt, and | can gain quite a
reputation with those who are misin-
formed about the Traditions.

The truth is, reputation is fleet-
ing. That's because it is nothing more
than how others perceive me. And if
anything occurs that causes them to
change their perception of me, then my
reputation is changed forever, and pos-
sibly at the cost of my recovery.

[So how can | insure that | won't fall
victim to the "reputation curse'"?]
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Addiction is a solution to
impossible situations

Impossible situations are things that
arise in our lives that have no solution.
Chronic pain, an unhappy relationship,
financial issues or even simple bore-
dom can become impossible to deal
with. When addicts are trapped by
these situations, an addict can turn to
actively using to deal with those feel-
ings. Everyone identifies with the sac-
rifices they make daily in their lives in
order to achieve balance. It is easy to
fall into the trap of wanting things to be
different. “Wouldn’t it be nice if things
were different” is uttered in an offhand
way when the difficulties of life catch
up with any of us. Difficult situations
that are unresolved become impos-
sible situations. The same dangerous
thinking lurks on the other side of life
too. Those idyllic moments, moments
of joy and serenity can become equally
impossible to maintain for any person.
Addicts are again drawn to the lure of
getting and using those moments again
and again as they strive to be happy
and never deal with conflict. For various
reasons, many people come to Nar-
cotics Anonymous because they have
identified within themselves that active
addiction is the only solution available
to them right now. In the beginning,
members of NA were able to identify
with others because of patterns of drug
use, but as members return to the pro-
gram, they learn that addiction is more
than the substances they used.

(Narcotics Anonymous Basic Text,
Grey book (Version 2), chapter 1,
“Who is an addict”, Page 5) "Addic-

10 The New/Old NA Way

tion isolated us from people except for
the getting, using, and finding ways
and means to get more." This state-
ment is powerful for an addict at any
stage of recovery and not just when
we are new. Vigilance requires that
an addict consider all aspects of their
lives, and all manifestations of the dis-
ease daily. It is the reason they do the
steps and work with a sponsor. (Basic
Text, Chapter 2, “What is the Narcot-
ics Anonymous Program”, Page 19)
“We are recovered addicts who meet
regularly to help each other stay clean”
and “We are not interested in what or
how much you used or who your con-
nections were, what you have done in
the past, how much or how little you
have, but only in what you want to do
about your problem and how we can
help.” This is a part of the message in
the literature that invites members into
the solution. People who have no prob-
lems are no longer in the solution as
are the self-seekers who have little or
nothing to offer to others. Many mem-
bers will join groups in the Fellowship
of Narcotics Anonymous with the pur-
pose of staying clean. Groups host
regular meetings for addicts to attend.
(Narcotics Anonymous Group Booklet,
published 1997, Page 2) “The quality
of an NA meeting is directly dependent
on the strength and solidarity of the NA
group which sponsors it.” Participation
in a Group is the foundation of recovery
in NA. (Narcotics Anonymous Group
Booklet, published 1997, Page 1)

The best source of solutions for the
group’s problems, in most cases, is the
group itself. “Having had a spiritual
awakening as a result of these steps,”

Are Addicts Still Killing
Addicts?

When addicts are in active addiction,
they hurt one another as well as others.
Active addicts sell drugs to each other,
sometimes the drugs lead to death.
They sometimes rip each other off, and
sometimes that can lead to bodily harm
and even death. Our Ninth Step suggest
in some cases not to do direct Amends,
to people we have harmed, if it causes
more harm, so it suggests that we
don't. What happens to these addicts
that we harmed in active addiction?
Who actually makes Amends to them?
Our Literature talks about that most of
all we harmed ourselves and suggest
that we make Amends to ourselves by
including ourselves on the Eighth Step
list. Finally, to change in the Ninth. The
fact that we don't make Amends to
other addicts can lead us to keep hurt-
ing addicts, intentionally or not, and to

ourselves as well. Although our Mes-
sage consists of carrying the message
to another suffering addict; we can
subconsciously do it out of Gratitude
and to stay Clean ourselves. The ques-
tion is does, this lack of Amends make
it easier for us, after coming to N.A., to
keep hurting ourselves and each other,
either intentional or unintentional? Our
Literature mentions that when we were
using, we were slowly committing sui-
cide. It goes on to say that addiction
is a cunning enemy of "Life". Recov-
ery in N.A. happens over time and not
overnight. We are still subject to hurt
ourselves. Some of us are still partici-
pating in risky behaviors that can harm
us. Some of us still or begin smoking
cigarettes which is harming ourselves
and maybe those around us. Some
of us overeat to our detriment. Some
of us have unprotected sex with high
risk partners. These are some exam-
ples of us still hurting us even after
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emerging as the Fellowship grows.
Service-based recovery are people who
get caught up controlling and manipu-
lating rather than proper service; which
is operating with the full support of
the Fellowship. Some members seek
event-based recovery enjoying the best
of what is available and never wanting
to deal with the conflicts that make
up any fellowship. Self-seekers will
always find themselves outside the
Fellowship. Avoiding or causing drama
can be as big an addiction as any drug,
so learning to deal with conflict is why
the 12 traditions are applied to the
groups. Sometimes the best a member
can hope for is to walk away from toxic
situations and serve the Fellowship in
other ways, never forgetting the pri-
mary purpose and the means by which
that is achieved.

Finding a new way to live is the goal
of anyone who chooses to be a part
of the Fellowship and how they are to
achieve ongoing recovery. (Basic Text,
Chapter 4, “How it works”, Page 28)
“We believe that the sooner we face our
problems within our society, in every-
day living, just that much faster do we
become acceptable, responsible, and
productive members of that society.”
By meeting regularly, and helping each
other, addicts begin to learn about spir-
itual principles and apply them in their
daily lives. An addict’s regular com-
mitment to regular attendance, sharing
and caring with and for other addicts
will guarantee a manner of living that
ensures our recovery continues.

§...~8:c.<b:
Anonymous Member

From Canada -*-
~N ﬁ_me:\\OEZ}S\@

God's Will or Luck?

There's a lot of speculations on
how people personalize God and think
and treat God like a cosmic bellboy,
for instance; some members say God
saved them from their addiction and
that plenty of times they should've
been dead. | think this is them consid-
ering themselves special and favorable
in God's eyes. Meanwhile many oth-
ers, including innocent babies, died
from this disease and other diseases.
Are they saying God chose them to
live while many others die? | think we
chose God and followed the path after
we were lucky enough not to die in our
active addiction. It was our Surrender
and commitment to this God given Pro-
gram. If God saves us shouldn't those
that relapsed shouldn't have died, or
does God give his favorites only one
chance at Recovery. It rains on the
righteous and unrighteous, everyone is
subject to death, no one knows when
or how. We have to stop using God like
a cosmic bell boy. We chose God, He
didn't choose us. Once we are saved by
the Grace he provides EVERYONE we
can continue to stay alive by following
that Spiritual Path, by Helping others.
We can choose Life or Death, sooner or
later everyone dies. Sometimes not by
choice. God is Good all the Time.

ditions. | got the same spiritual feeling
of acceptance and belonging, that |
haven’t experienced since | walked into
my first Narcotics Anonymous meeting,
the feeling that is described by many of
us as, “coming home”, or “finding our
tribe”.

The unity there was incredible. Any-
one who showed up was encouraged to
participate. No one was looked at dif-
ferently for any reason. | heard it said,
“that if you have one day clean you can
help us write this literature”. The spir-
itual principle of anonymity was truly
taken seriously among the people there
and not just given lip service.

We met great folks there from Flor-
ida and Ohio who have been really
committed to producing the meditation
book that we were gathering to work
on. We also met some friends from
North Carolina who were discovering
the open participatory process for the
first time. It was great to see that the
people who had been doing this labor
of love longer than the rest of us didn't
treat the newcomers to the process
any different. It was the opposite. They
made us all feel welcome and just as
much a part of as them.

As the weekend came to a close, |
was very grateful to have experienced
something | never thought | would ever
be a part of. There is something very
spiritual about literature “for addicts
by addicts”. It's just the way it's sup-
posed to be. The fact that it is done
any other way seems profane to me
now. | don't understand how anyone
that's not an addict can describe pain
they have never felt, explain insanity
that has never actually gripped them.

It's like trying to describe to someone a
sound they have never heard or a color
they have never seen. It has no soul,
but we all recognized that the first time
we picked up and read a gray book. In
my opinion, Narcotics Anonymous lit-
erature written by professionals is writ-
ten by people, and Narcotics Anony-
mous literature written “for addicts, by
addicts” is spiritually inspired and writ-
ten by the hand of a loving God.

In closing, if you've never partici-
pated in writing Narcotics Anonymous
literature, don't let that opportunity
pass you by. Don't sell yourself short
by thinking you can’t do it, or that you
have nothing to offer. It's a spiritual
experience, and spiritual experiences
are what recovery is all about.

In Service
Anonymous Addict
From Tennessee
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Identity Crisis

For many years | pondered the
philosophical question; "Who am [?"
| searched for meaning in life through
fantasy after fantasy. | sought purpose
for my existence in cause after cause.
Finally, desperate for an identify to rec-
oncile my diverse personality, | began
to expand my consciousness through
drugs, from hippie to hype. | searched
the world over for stories about drugs
and the culture surrounding them. |
scoured the realm of pills from doc-
tors, the best and the worst of liquid
potions. | went from upholstered sew-
ers full of disco-glitter to cribs clut-
tered with filth on the nod. Nowhere
could | find me. Not in the dealer, not
in the jet setter, not in the biker, nor in
the burn-out. | came to this Fellowship
totally lost. Not knowing who or what
| was. | knew that I'd tried to be many
things and had failed. | knew who and
what | wasn't. My life only got worse
when | used drugs -1 wanted to stop.
My would-be helpers tried to convince
me that | was an "alcoholic", but | knew
alcohol was only an occasional substi-
tute. They tried to appease me by sug-
gesting that | was a cross addict, but |
didn't have any splinters in my shoul-
ders from carrying crosses - | wasn't
addicted to crosses. Well, maybe then

might be a dual addict (they were
truly trying to help me surrender), but
my possessions didn't include matched
swords or pistols -1 wasn't addicted to
dueling at all. In exasperation they put
it to me that | must be a poly-addict.
However, to the best of my memory, I'd
never smoked or shot or swallowed a
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bit of plastic. | survived the psychology
and the would-be helpers caught up in
their own chemical denial. | came to an
N.A. meeting and finally heard some-
thing that made sense, | was a person
whose whole life and thinking had
become centered in drugs in one form
or another. Very simply, | am addict!
Now | knew what all that mumbo jumbo
about keeping it simple meant. Eventu-
ally | was able to surrender to the idea
of being powerless over my addiction,
my life had become unmanageable.
Today | realize that chemical identities
are just a very insidious form of denial.
My recovery is based on powerlessness
over addiction, not powerlessness over
drugs. I'm sick, getting well the N.A.
way, recovering from addiction. | don't
think that | can recover from drugs. My
body, and maybe my mind can get over
their effects. Drugs are not incurable;
addiction is. | can recover from my dis-
ease if | accept my powerlessness over
it and work the steps on that basis. My
denial is strong, the strongest part of
my addictive thinking. I'm sure that my
denial could lead me to say that I'm a
drug addict, an addict/alcoholic, a cross
addict, a chemically dependent pill
head, or any one of a number of com-
plex chemical/personality labels. The
Fellowship of NA. taught me to identify
myself according to my condition. | am
an addict. None of the chemical symp-
toms of my disease; none of the drugs
| used are any more important than the
others. As an addict, | am addicted to
all mood

changing chemicals whether | used
them moderately, excessively, and even
if | never used them at all. I'm an addict,

recovering from addiction through the
NA. Program. The chemicals | used are
not even the most important symp-
toms of the disease that I'm powerless
over...today. Total surrender can lead to
unlimited recovery. To participate in my
disease through denial of it would be
to reserve a place for relapse: to limit
my recovery, i need to participate in
my recovery at meetings where addicts
help each other recover from addiction.
I'm grateful for the gift of knowing who
and what | am. I'm no longer caught up
in the aura of drugs. I've surrendered
to the N.A. Program and don't need
to participate in any denial based on a
chemical hierarchy. | choose un-con-
fused recovery expressed through my
simple identify. | am, very simply, an
addict.

From New Awakening's

Newsletter, Originally Published
in The NA Way 1982

Written By:
Anonymous Addict
From the USA

Give it away -
the NA Way

Thanks to Narcotics Anonymous
and my God, as | understand God,
can be part of life and feel included in
my kids" welfare, my friends in NA's
welfare, and my own welfare. It was
requested if someone could do some
illustrations for articles in the New/Old
NA Way, and | felt like | would love to
do that. | really love being creative. |
was a bit doubtful, what if it isn"t good
enough? but | handed it over and just
did it with an open mind and heart. |
asked my God to work through me
and got a clear picture in my head. |
lit candles, had some good music on,
got us some candy, and the kids was
drawing themselves right beside me.
We were completely present together.
18 months ago, | was in active addic-
tion, but today | can do what's best for
me and the kids. When | was drawing
this piece, new pictures kept coming
up, and | understood the clear message
of NA even more. So very grateful that
| get do this. My sponsor suggested
that | should write an article about the
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